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Update from Marta Bennett in Nairobi, Kenya: 
December 2016 

	
Hosting	a	Wedding:		
Snow	in	Seattle!?!	Here	in	Nairobi	we	have	moved	out	of	the	mud	season,	moving	into	the	
dust	season…		As	I	begin	writing	this	letter,	it	is	Jamhuri	Day	weekend	(Kenya’s	
Independence	Day),	and	we	are	awaiting	the	bride-to-be	and	her	bridesmaids	who	will	
spend	the	night	at	our	house	on	Sunday,	and	then	be	up	early	to	dress,	do	make-up,	and	
eventually	be	collected	by	the	aunties	and	other	relatives	of	the	groom,	to	be	taken	to	the	
church	for	the	wedding	on	Monday,	12th	December,	the	Jamhuri	Day	holiday.		Milkah,	the	
bride,	is	the	youngest	sister	of	Maggie	(Margaret)	Gitau,	whom	I	have	written	about	before.		
Maggie	lived	with	us	while	she	was	a	ministry	intern	at	Nairobi	Chapel	and	then	at	other	
times	off	and	on,	and	Milkah	eventually	evolved	into	our	family	as	well.		Since	their	mother	
passed	away	not	long	ago,	and	given	other	family	dynamics,	Milkah	came	the	previous	
month	to	ask	if	this	could	be	her	home	from	which	she	would	be	collected.	Unfortunately,	
her	sister	Maggie	was	not	able	to	be	here	to	be	part	of	the	celebrations,	since	she	is	in	the	US	
on	a	post-doctorate	grant…			
	
…		Milkah	and	bridesmaids	arrived	as	I	was	writing	the	above	
paragraph,	so	now	let	me	finish	the	story	from	the	other	side	of	
the	wedding.		What	a	special	time	it	was!		The	soon-to-be	bride	
and	her	four	bridesmaids	and	sister-in-law	all	arrived	at	our	place	
having	spent	the	day	getting	hair	done.	After	eating	rice,	beef	stew	
and	chapatis	(tortilla-like	bread,	originally	from	India,	but	now	
considered	an	essential	Kenyan	food),	talking,	laughing,	ironing	
newly	made	dresses	and	trying	on	their	new	shoes,	they	
eventually	settled	down	for	a	few	hours’	sleep	on	sofas	and	
mattresses	spread	across	the	living	room	floor.		The	bride	had	her	
own	room	upstairs,	and	the	next	morning	was	served	breakfast	in	bed,	with	two	of	us	
joining	her	to	pray	with	her	and	to	give	blessings	over	the	day	and	the	up-coming	marriage.	
	
The	make-up	artist	arrived	around	7:00	a.m.	on	the	wedding	day,	by	which	time	everyone	
was	up,	showered,	dressed	and	having	breakfast.		By	10:00	a.m.,	aunties,	uncles,	nieces,	

nephews,	pastors,	friends,	neighbors,	began	arriving	by	
matatu-fulls	(matatus	are	14-seater	public	vans,	hired	for	
this	occasion),	to	sing,	dance	and	escort	her	to	the	car	and	
then	on	to	the	church.		By	tradition,	the	women	all	sing	and	
dance	as	they	call	the	bride	out	of	the	house,	and	then	
cannot	allow	her	feet	to	touch	the	ground,	to	remain	pure.	
They	either	bring	lessos	(lengths	of	printed	fabric)	to	lay	
out	before	her	to	walk	on,	or	as	in	this	case,	having	brought	
no	lessos,	they	carry	her	to	the	awaiting	vehicle.		Despite	a	
bit	of	confusion	in	this	process,	eventually	the	bride	was	
settled	into	the	decorated	vehicle,	and	the	caravan	

departed	for	the	church.		Milkah	and	her	team	were	so	very	organized,	that	the	wedding	
party	arrived	at	the	church	well	ahead	of	the	appointed	time.		The	wedding	commenced	
with	worship	music,	then	after	the	groom	and	his	best	man	entered	the	front,	the	
bridesmaids	and	flower	girls	escorted	in	the	bride	down	the	blossom-strewn	carpet	gracing	
the	concrete	brick	floor	of	the	large	worship	tent.		After	affirmations,	vows,	rings,	signing	of	
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the	marriage	license,	message	and	prayers,	the	bridal	couple	and	party	danced	their	way	
back	down	the	carpet	out	to	the	grass	of	the	church	compound.		Photos	were	taken,	then	
everyone	reentered	the	tent,	ate,	enjoyed	the	food,	fellowship,	music,	speeches	and	
presentation	of	gifts	by	the	families,	and	more	dancing.		A	wonderful	time	was	had	by	all,	
with	joy	and	blessings	poured	out	on	the	new	couple.		(Check	out	my	Facebook	page	for	
more	photos).	
	
Nigeria:	
A	huge	thanks	for	prayers	for	my	two	weeks	in	Lagos,	Nigeria	in	November.		Hot,	humid,	
with	constant	traffic	jams	and	power	fluctuations,	whining	generators	
and	delicious	spicy	jollof	rice,	Lagos	is	a	pulsating	city	full	of	color	and	
life,	from	day	to	night	and	day	again.		I	taught	a	one	week	intensive	
Masters	course	at	the	Africa	Centre	for	Theological	Studies	(ACTS),	a	
sister	school	of	International	Leadership	University	in	Kenya.		The	
eight	students	and	I	enjoyed	dynamic	discussions	and	interactions	
throughout,	all	day	every	day,	all	week	long.		The	following	week,	
another	professor,	Prof.	Mike	Wicker,	flew	in	from	the	US,	to	join	
myself	and	two	different	Nigerian	colleagues,	to	form	a	panel	to	
examine	five	of	our	Nigerian	ILU	PhD	students	on	their	dissertation	
proposals,	related	to	church	growth,	youth	restiveness,	and	pastoral	
and	youth	entrepreneurship.		The	time	concluded	with	the	ACTS	
graduation	on	Saturday,	12th	November.		It	was	an	important	time	to	
also	discuss	the	relationship	between	our	two	schools,	in	the	midst	of	changing	national	
accreditation	policies,	while	the	schools	maintain	a	similar	vision	and	mission	for	training	
up	Christian	leaders	for	transformational	leadership,	discipleship	and	mission	of	the	church	
in	the	world.	
	

		 		 	
My	class,	minus	our	one	female,	Bridget	(pictured	with	me	above	right);			Yemi	Hamid-Oke	defending	
his	proposal;		ACTS	Graduation,	with	(L	to	R)	Ibrahim	Dikko	and	Yemi	(2	of	our	ILU	PhD	students),	
myself,	Ambrose	Massaquoi	(ACTS	principal),	and	Prof.	Mike	Wicker.	
	
ILU	(International	Leadership	University,	Nairobi,	Kenya:	
The	first	trimester	of	the	academic	year	came	to	a	close	on	Saturday,	December	10th,	and	
now	I	am	busy	marking	papers	and	exams,	as	well	as	working	with	a	team	on	the	PhD	

program	curriculum	for	resubmission	for	accreditation.		One	great	joy	
last	week	was	to	welcome	back	one	of	our	graduates	from	two	years	
ago,	who	was	back	visiting	in	Nairobi.			Originally	from	DRC,	now	living	
in	Cameroun	where	her	husband	has	been	assigned,	Ghislaine	could	
not	say	enough	about	what	God	is	doing	in	her	new	location,	and	how	
she	is	applying	so	much	of	what	she	learned	as	a	student	at	ILU.		She	is	
actively	discipling	one	of	the	pastors	and	the	leaders,	challenging	the	
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church	to	be	the	church,	to	disciple	believers	and	to	reach	out	to	the	surrounding	
community	to	meet	needs	and	to	share	the	love	of	God	in	word	and	deed.		She	was	bubbling	
over	with	enthusiasm	and	conviction	as	she	described	the	changing	lives	and	focus	of	the	
church	as	a	result.		
	
Family:	
Let	me	conclude	with	an	attempted	poem,	prepared	for	a	Christmas	gathering	of	friends	in	
Seattle,	which	describes	our	family	as	we	head	into	Christmas:	
	
Unusual	is	the	word	this	year,	
As	Christmas	festive	times	draw	near.	
Son	Justin	at	Penn	State	far	away,		
Will	visit	friends,	and	with	them	stay.	
	
Son	Steven’s	cows	need	him	close	at	hand,	
On	his	small	plot	of	Kenyan	land	
Off	on	the	shores	of	Victoria’s	Lake,	
His	workers	released	to	holiday	take.	
	
Imani	and	I,	here	in	the	big	city,		
All	calm	and	quiet	with	a	small	bit	of	pity,	
No	boys	around	to	create	the	clatter,	
Less	fuss,	and	mess,	and	noise	for	that	matter.		
	
But	that’s	no	fun	–	we	need	Christmas	cheer	
When	so	far	away	from	those	we	hold	dear,		
So	Friday	we	welcomed	a	new	friend	to	stay	-	
Elyne	from	Rwanda	needed	a	place	away.	
	
So	here	we	are,	three	girls	&	three	dogs,	
For	Christmas	to	spend	and	burn	the	yule	logs,	
We	wish	all	of	you,	our	friends	far	and	near,	
Merry	Christmas	to	all,	and	a	Happy	New	Year!	
	
Joy	to	you,	
	
Marta 
	
	
NOTE:		I	still	have	quite	a	ways	to	go	to	raise	our	needed	monthly	support.		Would	you	
consider	joining	in	partnership,	to	help	make	this	ministry	possible?	
 
WAYS TO GIVE TO MARTA BENNETT, WITH THE ANTIOCH PARTNERS  
 

 
Personal Check:  
Please make checks payable to “The Antioch Partners” and note “Bennett Support” on memo 
line.   Please mail checks to:    

 The Antioch Partners 
  7132 Portland Ave, Suite 136 
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  Richfield, MN 55423 
  Phone: 713-490-9571 
 
e-Giving: 
 

If you would like to make contributions on a recurring basis directly from your bank account you 
can download and complete the Electronic Giving Request form found on TAP’s website 
www.theantiochpartners.org. Click on “Giving” to locate the form. 
 
Online Giving: 
 

TAP accepts Visa, Master Card, Discover, or American Express card (or e-check) 
1. Go to www.theantiochpartners.org 
2. Hover over the “Giving” tab and click on “Donate Online” from the drop down menu. 
3. Fill out the form completely. 

Important Note: In the Donation Information section under the category labeled “Please 
direct my donation to:” select “Partner Support”.  
Then under the category labeled “Select partner of your choice” select “Bennett, Marta.” 
TAP will be notified after your gift is received. 

	
Through	University	Presbyterian	Church,	Seattle.	
For	those	of	you	who	would	choose	to	give	through	my	home	church	in	the	US,	you	
may	write	a	check	or	give	on-line.		Go	to	www.upc.org,	then	click	on	“Menu”,	then	
“Serve”,	then	“Give	to	UPC”.			Once	you	select	the	“form	of	giving,”	you	can	indicate	
that	your	giving	type	is	“other”	and	in	the	Memo,	write:		“For	Marta	Bennett,	Kenya”.		
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	

Justin,	Steven,	Imani	and	Marta	Bennett,	Nairobi	Kenya	
	

P.O.	Box	21008	Ngong	Road,	Nairobi	00505	Kenya	
mjiben@yahoo.com;	


